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Arts council coming back in full force

New leader's focuses are economic growth, education

By MARK ARNEST THE GAZETTE


Public funding of the arts is a contentious issue in Colorado, and Elaine Mariner welcomes the

argument.


"Since it's public funds, we have to make our case based on public value," said the new

executive director of the Colorado Council on the Arts.

Mariner describes herself as both insider and outsider: She came from the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state arts agency, where she was director of programs, but before that was the Colorado Council on the Arts' deputy director.

Mariner recently visited Colorado Springs for a reception. Since taking the post June 6, she's been traveling across the state, refreshing her memory, getting a sense of the situation, and


raising the arts council's profile.


"We're back - which is news in itself," she said.


The council was never actually gone, but in 2003 the organization that has supported hundreds of arts programs around the state since 1967 was a shadow of its former self. 
It was reduced to one staff member and $200,000 in state funds.


With $500,000 in state funding this year to go along with federal and other grants, the council has a budget of $1.1 million - still far below the organization's peak budget of $2.5 million a couple of years ago.


"It's really good, if you don't compare it to somewhere else," Mariner said.


The council will concentrate on two areas in which Mariner said "public investment in the arts can and does make a difference - economic development and arts education."

The Pikes Peak region traditionally has been a major recipient of state arts grants. In fiscal year 2001, the council gave more than $132,435 to 23 artists and arts organizations in EI Paso and Teller counties; for fiscal 2005, grants will total $110,064 to nine arts organizations.

Major area beneficiaries include UCCS Theatreworks, where the money will help fund the theater company's free Shakespeare performances, the Colorado Springs Children's Chorale, the Colorado Springs Youth Symphony, Manitou Springs' Business of Art Center, and Sprinkle Art, an arm of the Kennedy Center Imagination Celebration.

