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FORUM TO FOCUS
ON FASTRACKS
The Leadership Denver

past participantsin a
chamber-of-commerce
training partnership for area
executives, will host Joel

Kotkin-at LDAA’s annual Spring

Forum called “FasTracks and
the New Urban Fabric of
Metro Denver.”

The forum will be held
May 19 at the King Center on
the Auraria campus, and will
include a public keynote
address from Kotkin at 5:30
p.m. at the center. -

In an interview, Kotkin
said metropolitan Denver
shouldn’t expect the $4.7
billion FasTracks project to
break the usual patterns of
development great cities often
take. It, like other rapid-
transit systems built nation-
wide, Kotkin said, probably
won’t draw as many riders as
proponents of the project
initially projected. Kotkin has
just completed a three-year
study of the great cities of the
world. The results of his re-
search are in his new book,
“The City, A Global History.”
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for Talent,” in which he argues that the creative, bohemian
types who have helped the economic rebound of America’s
greatest cities are fleeing the country for less restrlctlve more
liberating enwronments g

- Kotkin says he has found.no evidence of such a phenom-,'
enon while researchmg his own ‘new book “The City, A Global
History.” " PR

But Frahtz, Florida’s spokeéman, said the author islooking
forward to meeting Kotkin in Denver. “I have great regard for
Joel Kotkin’s' work, ideas and books, and 1 think we agree on as
many points as we diverge on,” Florida said in an e-mail. “The :
only way these ideas develop and grow is through the kind of
engagement and informed debate Joel and I are both looking
forward to.”

- The conference, dubbed “C3 — Culture, Commerce, Commu-

nity,” has been put together by UCD, the city government’s Denver Office of
Cultural Affairs, the state’s Colorado Council on the Arts, the Lab at Belmar, a
private arts-promotion group in southwest Denver, and the Colorado Business

Committee of the Arts.




