Colorado Council on the Arts
2010 Governor's Arts Award
Nomination Form

Please fill in the blanks and include this form with your nomination letter and support
materials. Nominations must be postmarked by October 23, 2009.

Town or City being nominated: Creede, Colorado

Contact person and title: Rex Shepperd, Mayor of Creede
Street address: PO Box 457

City, state, zip code: Creede, CO 81130

Day phone: 719-658-2276

Evening phone: 719-658-2925

Email address:

In one sentence summarize the manner in which the town or city has employed the arts
as a factor in creating a vital and economically strong community:

The Town of Creede recognizes the value of the arts in our community and has actively
embraced the arts through consistent grant and in-kind support.

Nominated by (your name): Maurice LaMee
Street address: PO Box 269

City, state, zip code: Creede. CO 81130
Day phone: 719-658-2540, ext. 31

Evening phone: 719-658-2074

Email address: maurice@creederep.com

Briefly describe your relationship to the nominee: Full-time Creede resident since 1999

e ——'_::;; 35 =
Your signattire: cim -
Signature of Mayor or City Representative: Z&/A/{ %;; ,/
Title: /Mn‘ ”

Your nomination must include this nomination form, a two-page nomination letter and
support materials.

Thank you for your nomination!







funding has been dramatically reduced, eliminating critical arts education and programming. While
this has also been the case for the Creede Consolidated School District, the administration has
found various funding sources to maintain a meaningful parmership with the Creede Repertory
Theatre. In 2009, with the help of CRT’s professional staff, the school produced its first play in over
twenty years. This fall has seen the establishment of a Drama Club at the High School, whose goal is
to have its students participate, for the first time ever, in the San Luis Valley One-Act Play Festival.

Additionally, the Creede Arts Council is an active arts organization in town. Their diverse
progtamming includes a year-round concert series and school workshops, variety show, regional
jutied photography show, and other exhibits. They underwrite the Willow Creek Journal, a literary
publication for writers and artists, sponsor the Third Friday Art Walk throughout the summer, and
organize the Silver Thread Studio Tour which spotlights over twenty galleries in Creede and the
nearby town of South Fork. A primary event for the Creede Arts Council is the National Small Print
Show. Exhibited in the lobby of the Creede Repertory Theatte for the month of June, this jutied
exhibit features submissions from over 200 artists from across the country.

The town of Creede has been a great supporter of the Creede Arts Council, and since 1995, the
town has leased a parcel of land to the Arts Council for the creation and maintenance of an Art
Park. With its central location on Main Street, this space has become enhanced by sculpture, an
outdoor mural, and 2 high mountain garden, with additional works of art planned for the future. The
City continues to support this project with grants and in-kind donations, committed to using the Art
Park as a space to enhance the community.

With active arts organizations and the enthusiasm of the town in support of the atts, Creede has
become a haven for artists of all kinds. Thete are ten galleries alone on Creede’s three-block Main
Street. From internationally recognized watercolorist Stephen Quiller to National Geographic
photographer Michael Lewis, its residents of artists enhance the social fabric of the community.
Authors such as Pam Houston and Ron McLarty call Creede home for much of the summer, as well
as a host of regional authors. Throughout the summer, heritage arts festivals are hosted by the city,
which include the Woodcarver’s Rendezvous, 4™ of July Mining Competitions, and the Silver
Threads Quilt Show. In our town, peaked with a rich history, these events unite the old guard of
Creede with its newer residents, all while inviting visitors to experience the breadth of arts in this
unique community.

From a prospecting town to a vibrant arts community, Creede has successfully transitioned from an
economy based upon the whims of mining to 2 destination for cultural tourists. In John Villani’s
“The 100 Best Small Art Towns in America,” Creede is heralded as such: “If it weren’t for the
determination of the artists, actors, and arts administrators who have helped get this town back on
its feet, Creede would be in far worse shape than it is today.” I am honored to be a part of a
community that has embraced the arts for its economic recovery and cultural enhancement. If you
have any questions that I may help answer, please contact me at 719-658-2540, ext. 31.

N -
- -

Maurice LaMee
Executive and Artistic Director

Sincerely,



Inventory List of all Support Material

e A

2009 Silver Thread Studio Tour brochure

Creede Repertory Theatre brochure and season schedule
9™ Annual National Small Print Show program

Denver Post article “Yes, make the trip to see Creede Rep”
2009 Creede Art Walk Map

Creede Repertory Theatre 2009 program

2009 Willow Creek Journal

Creede press packet
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Yes, make the trip to see Cree

Company is in top
form with family
and adult stagings

By John Moore Denver Post The-
ater Critic

The question each summer for
metro theater aficionados is wheth-
er the z50-mile drive to the remote
San Juan Mountains to see the
work of the Creede Repertory The-
atre will really be worth it.

And for the 44th year, the answer
is yes. Really.

1t's worth it for the variety of fare
— this summer CRT has offered ev-
erything from David Lindsay-
Abaire's button-pushing "Kimberly
Akimbo" to Moliere's classic come-
dy “The Imaginary Invalid.” It's
worth it for sheer ambition — the
seven-slate season has included a
boggling three original musicals. It's
worth it for the fun of seeing estab-
lished Denver actors like John Arp,
Diana Dresser and Becky Gibel min-
gling with masters students, be-
loved Creede townies and ringers
recruited from around the country.

And it’s certainly worth it for
the breathtaking scenery, notably
the noble peak that juts out from
the end of Main Street a thousand
feet higher than the town’s 9K ele-

CREEDE REPERTORY THEATRE
"Kimberly Akimbo"” (through Sept. 17);
“Swiss Family Robinson” (through Sept.
18); “The Imaginary Invalid” {through
Sept. 19). 124 N. Main St. Shows daily
except Mondays. $19-$24. 719-658-2540.
1-866-658-2540 or creederep.org
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Clockwise from left; Michael Bouchard, Diana Dresser, John Arp, Charlie Thurston and Jessica Jackson in

Creede Repertory’s “Swiss Family Robinson.” John Gary Brown

vation.

Theater is big business in
Creede, population “586 nice folks
— and 17 soreheads,” a sign reads.
Good thing, too: The theater is the
biggest employer in Mineral Coun-
ty, whose last silver mine closed in
1985. The nearest movie theater is
an hour away.

How fortunate, then, there exists
here this highly professional the-
ater company offering a different
show each night on two stages,
drawing 20,000 patrons a yeat.
‘While the primary summer season
winds up this weekend, three
works — “The Imaginary Invalid,”
“Swiss Family Robinson,” and
“Kimberly Akimbo" — continue
through Sept. 19.

I saw the latter two, plus the
just-closed new musical “A Won-

derful Noise,” a promising piece of
19405 patriotism and feminism in
one. It's written by Michael
Hollinger, who also wrote the com-
edy “Incorruptible” and the antici-
pated “Opus,” which premieres at
Curious Theatre in March.

With a smallish ensemble of just
17 in these budget-crunching
times, Creede Rep whips and
stretches its actors like the canvas
on the fated Family Rebinson
schooner. The excellent, amphibi-
ous Michael Bouchard has man-
aged to appear in all seven shows
this season.

1t only enhances your apprecia-
tion of an actor when you get to
see, say, Arp playing the pious pas-
tor patriarch in a matinee perfor-
mance of the deeply earnest fami-
ly musical “Swiss Family Robin-

son,” then a few hours later person-
ify the boozing, foul-mouthed fa-
ther of a 16-year-old girl named
Kimberly whose mysterious dis-
ease has her trapped inside the
body of a 0-year-old. In both cas-
es, Arp plays opposite the equally
transformative Dresser,

“Swiss Family Robinson™ has cap-
tured imaginations for nearly 200
years because of the very idea of a
destitute family striking out on its
own, shipwrecking in the East In-
dies and fashioning its own
first-family Garden of Eden.

¥ J T FAMEILY MUSICAL

Creede's original presentation is
most remarkable for a complex
score by Jeff Carey and Jessica
Jackson, Carey’s amiable adapta-
tion of a seriously dense book, and

de Rep

an imaginative set design by Carey
and Ryan Prince. Using ropes,
scrims and hinges, the single set
transforms from a Swiss home into
the impressive, fated ship Redemp-
tion and once more into the majes-
tic treehouse the Robinsons call
home for more than decade.

Accompanied by a single piano
player, director Maurice LaMee's
excellent ensemble adroitly han-
dles a score that in style spans oper-
atic Gilbert & Sullivan through in-
trospective '7os Marvin Hamlisch.
Best, they make contemporary the
real issues that might arise from
this unusual arboreal living arrange-
ment, like faith vs. certainty and a
god's will vs. human instinct.

Bickering brothers compete for
the affection of a possibly imagined
ferninine forest spirit; an infant
who never knew city life grows up
preferring to live with the animals.
The family’s ultimate dilemma: If
they stay in their friendly jungle
paradise forever, it will mean the
end of the family line.

‘While it never feels dangerous,
is too rigid at first and too soft in
the middle, it's all very sweet,
guirky and surprisingly affecting.
With tweaking, this might become
a popular cheice for theaters na-
tionwide seeking meaningful mate-
rial suitable for an entire family.

That the season leans toward
the family-friendly makes “Kimber-
ly Akimbo” a welcome counter-
point. Profane, poignant and sav-
agely funny, this popular R-rated
comedy about a girl who just
wants her first kiss (and for her
parents to stop swearing) is oddly
affecting as well. In a world turned
upside down, it’s fitting that CRT
eider stateswomen Christy Brandt
is playing the kid ameng a menag-
erie of middle-aged fools.

She's by far the most mature one
of the bunch.

John Moore: 303-954-1056 or
jmoore@denverpost.com




Art Walk Ma

128 North Main Street

2009 Creede

131 N. Mai
“" a Creede Beadery
Abbey Lane
X Custom fewelry
Several Artists Wl 124 N. Main St.
129 N. Main || Creede Repertory Theatre
Off Broadway || Gollery Exhibits
Custom fewelry 112 N Main St
121 N. Main Street | Café Ole: Mountain Shoot Out
Holy Moses § Photography Show
Acrylic & Pastel Paintings ¥ | 10 North Main Street
Art Park Quiller Gallery

Watercolor
106 North Main Street

Knowlton’s Knest
Native American Art
102 N. Main Street

Eik Country
Custom Jewelry

111 N. Main Street

J Thompson Gallery
Pastel Paintings

Main Street”

106 S. Main Street

Rare Things Gallery
Photography & Custom Jewelry

201 S. Main Street
Bliss jJewelry
Custom Jewelry

247 S. Main St

High Mountain Arts
Painting & Photography

210 S. Main Street

Rose of Creede
Paintings

Map is not to scale and all cross
streets are not shown.

590 S. Main
Coach House Gallery

Painting & Sculpture

Main Street/
A To Hwy. 149






